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PONTUS (PONTOS) 

The rulers of Pontus (Pontos) in northern Anatolia came from an old Persian family associated with the 
Achaemenids. In the 5* and 4* centuries members of the family ruled Cius (Kios) in Bithynia as virtually 
independent dynasts until suppressed by the Macedonians in 301. The last dynast of Cius, fled to Pontic 
Cappadocia and founded an independent state, eventually taking the title of king ( basileus) in 281. By the reign 
of Mithradates II, the kings of Pontus were making dynastic marriages with the Seleucids. The kingdom 
expanded under Pharnakes I and his son Mithradates V, but it reached its greatest extent and influence during 
the long reign of the famous Mithradates VI. The latter’s ambition led to the acquisition of the kingdom of 
Bosporus across the Black Sea, the long-term occupation of Armenia Minor, Galatia, and Paphlagonia, repeated 
interventions in Bithynia and Cappadocia, and even within the Roman provinces of Asia and Macedonia. These 
incursions led to three wars with the Roman Republic (88—85, 83—81 and 74—63), until Mithradates VI was 
overthrown and Pontus conquered by the Romans. The kingdom was divided among Rome’s allies and the 
Roman province of Bithynia, but it was briefly restored by Pharnakes II in 48—47, until he was defeated by 
Caesar at Zile (veni, vidi, vici). In 39 BC Marcus Antonius restored a portion of Pontus to Pharnakes II’s son as 
a client kingdom, and later entrusted it to another client king, Polemon I, who had married into the Pontic 
dynasty. Polemon was succeeded by his widow Pythodoris (herself a granddaughter of Antonius), who then 
married Arkhelaos of Cappadocia. Pontus passed to Polemon and Pythodoris’ daughter Tryphaina, and then to 
the latter’s son Polemon II. After he was deposed by the Roman emperor Nero in AD 64, the kingdom of 
Pontus was annexed by the Roman Empire. 
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Dynasts of Cius (Kios) 

Mithradates I 

Ariobarzanes I ... son of Mithradates I; satrap of Hellespontine Phrygia 
Ariobarzanes II ... son of Ariobarzanes I 
Mithradates II ... son of Ariobarzanes I 

Mithradates III, Ktistes ... son of Orontobates, 1 * son of (?) Ariobarzanes I; to Pontus 302—f.266 
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Kings of Pontus (Pontos) 

Mithradates I, Ktistes ... former dynastes of Cius; basileus 281 

Ariobarzanes ... son of Mithradates I 

Mithradates II ... son of Ariobarzanes 

Mithradates III ... son of Mithradates IT 

Pharnakes I ... son of Mithradates III 

Mithradates IV Philopator Philadelphos ... son of Mithradates III 
Mithradates V Euergetes ... son of Pharnakes I 

Mithradates VI Eupator Dionysos 3 ... son of Mithradates V 4 ; also Bosporus 107—63 
Dei'otaros (I) Philoromaios ... son ofSinorix 3 ; expelled; Galatia 63—40 
Pharnakes II Philoromaios ... son of Mithradates VI; expelled; Bosporus 63—47 


1 The name is corrected from the Rodobates of Diogenes Laertius; alternately, Mithradates Ktistes is given as son 
of Mithradates II according to Diodorus, or of an Ariobarzanes (II?) according to Plutarch. The alternative 
possibilities are discussed by McGing 1986b. 

1 The rulers here designated Mithradates II and Mithradates III are sometimes considered the same monarch, 
but that entails an implausibly long reign (e.g., from before 246 to c.195); moreover, unless Mithradates II of 
Cius be counted as the first Mithradates of Pontus (where he did not actually reign), it would be difficult to 
justify the sources’ assertion that Mithradates Eupator Dionysos was the sixth Pontic king named Mithradates. 

3 Possibly at first associated on the throne with a younger brother named Mithradates Khrestos, who died in or 
after 115. 

4 In exile during Roman partial or complete occupation of Pontus in 72—70 and 66—63. 

3 Dei'otaros of Galatia controlled the bulk of those portions of Mithradates Vi’s kingdom in Asia Minor not 
annexed to the province of Bithynia by the Romans. 
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Dei'otaros (I) Philoromaios ... restored; Galatia 63—40 
Dareios ... son of Pharnakes II 
Arsakes ... son of Pharnakes II 

Polemon I 6 Eusebes Soter ... son of Zenon of Laodikeia; also Bosporus 14 BC—AD 8 
Pythodoris Philometor ... widow of Polemon I; daughter of Pythodoros ofTralleis by 
Antonia, daughter of Marcus Antonius 7 
Tryphaina 8 Philosebastos ... daughter of Polemon I and Pythodoris 9 
Polemon II 10 Philogermanikos Philopatris ... son of Tryphaina by Kotys III of Sapaean 
Thrace; deposed, died 69? 

(to the Roman Empire 64) 
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6 Marcus Antonius (Markos Antonios) as Roman citizen. For Polemon I reigning in both Pontus and Bosporus 
until about AD 8 (if not a year or two later), see Primo 1010. 

7 Pythodoris may have died as late as 34 or 38; after the death of Polemon I, she married Arkhelaos of 
Cappadocia (who died in 17), but he does not seem to have become king of Pontus alongside his wife; her sons 
by Polemon I ruled in Armenia (Zenon, renamed Artaxias) and Olba in Cilicia (Polemon). 

8 Antonia (Antonia) as Roman citizen. 

9 Tryphaina seems to have inherited her mother’s throne no earlier than 34; she is attested as either queen 
mother or co-ruler alongside her son Polemon II after his accession in 38. 

10 Gaius Iulius (Gaios Ioulios) as Roman citizen. Polemon II was probably distinct from the second king named 
Polemon to rule Bosporus, who might be Markos Antonios Polemon II of Olba in Cilicia: Primo 1010. 



